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Sixty-six percent say that a user fee 

is the right approach and should be uti-
lized. Fifty-two percent say they would 
be willing to pay more. 

It is time for Congress to stop this 
dancing around on the issue of ade-
quately funding American infrastruc-
ture. We have a transportation bill 
that is expiring September 30. 

We couldn’t do a full-fledged reau-
thorization last time; we could only ex-
tend it for 27 months because Congress 
wouldn’t face the funding challenge, 
and even that inadequate money is 
going to run out before September 30. 

The Federal Department of Transpor-
tation is going to have to start with-
holding payments later this summer, 
which means State and local govern-
ments are having to begin to cut back 
now. So instead of an investment that 
would grow the economy and improve 
the quality of life in our communities, 
we are seeing further deterioration. 

Luckily, there is starting to be some 
movement here. If Congress will move 
with a small amount of money to keep 
the system afloat through after the 
election, avoid the summer shutdown, 
hopefully, we can come together after 
all of the Tea Party primaries are over 
and the elections are done. 

When we are dealing with important 
cleanup legislation in the lameduck 
session, this should be at the top of the 
list. America wants it. America needs 
it. 

It will improve our economy. It will 
strengthen job opportunities for people 
from coast to coast, and it will make 
our communities more livable and our 
families safer, healthier, and more eco-
nomically secure. 

f 

CRISIS IN IRAQ 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. WOLF) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, Congress-
woman ANNA ESHOO and I are sending 
the following letter, and we urge Mem-
bers of Congress from both sides of the 
aisle to sign this letter to President 
Obama: 

Dear Mr. President: 
Many Americans have been deeply troubled 

by the unfolding crisis in Iraq. The rapid fall 
of multiple Iraqi cities to the terrorist Is-
lamic State of Iraq and Syria, ISIS, brings 
the militant group notably closer to its de-
clared aim of establishing a caliphate that 
spans the northern sections of Syria and 
Iraq. 

A June 12 BBC article described ISIS in the 
following way: ‘‘The group has a reputation 
for brutality. Parts of Syria and Iraq that 
have previously fallen under its rule have 
witnessed summary execution, beheadings, 
and even crucifixions.’’ 

It is against this backdrop, Mr. President, 
that we write to you bearing in mind recent 
reports from Archbishop Bashar M. Warda of 
the Chaldean Diocese of Erbil. While his par-
ticular diocese is relatively calm at the mo-
ment, the picture that he painted, consistent 
with news report, of the situation in Mosul 
and the implications for Iraq’s ancient Chris-
tian community and other religious minori-
ties was bleak and sobering. 

For years, we have witnessed a precipitous 
decline of Iraq’s Christian community. Thou-
sands have fled in the face of targeted vio-
lence. Many of those that remained relocated 
to Mosul and the Nineveh Plain. To people of 
faith, Nineveh is a familiar name: the site of 
a dramatic spiritual revival as told in the 
Biblical book of Jonah. These areas were one 
of the last remaining havens for this belea-
guered community. In fact, Archbishop 
Warda indicated that this past Sunday, for 
the first time in 1,600 years, there was no 
Mass said in Mosul. 

For the thousands who have already fled 
Mosul, they are facing not just displacement 
and imminent danger, but a growing human-
itarian nightmare marked by lack of access 
to clean water, food, fuel, and electricity. 

As such, Mr. President, we urge you and 
your administration to urgently and actively 
engage with the Iraqi central government 
and the Kurdistan Regional Government, 
KRG, to prioritize additional security sup-
port for these particularly vulnerable popu-
lations and expanded humanitarian assist-
ance and emergency aid delivery to those af-
fected communities. 

Absent immediate action, we will most 
certainly witness the annihilation of an an-
cient faith community from the lands they 
have inhabited for centuries. 

Mr. Speaker, we urge Members to 
sign this letter by the end of the day. 
More Biblical activity took place in 
Iraq than any other country of the 
world, other than Israel. 

Abraham is from Iraq, from Ur, 
which is Nasiriyah. Esther, for such a 
time like this, is from Iraq. Jonah is 
from Nineveh—many people believe 
may very well be buried in Iraq. Eze-
kiel is buried in Iraq. Daniel, one of the 
great men of the Bible, is buried in 
Iraq. 

So we urge all Members, this is some-
thing we can unite on. This is not a Re-
publican or Democratic issue. This is 
an issue of saving this ancient commu-
nity and urging the administration to 
urge the Kurds to protect them as they 
flee from this area. 

I urge all Members, please call my of-
fice, call ANNA ESHOO’s office, to sign 
this letter by the end of the day, in 
order to save the Christian community 
and other religious minorities in the 
Middle East. 
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CLIMATE CHANGE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. SCHIFF) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of the Environmental 
Protection Agency’s Clean Power Plan 
proposed rule. 

In the face of a Congress that is in 
denial about climate change, the ad-
ministration is doing what it can to ad-
dress a very real and very serious prob-
lem that is already manifesting itself 
in changing weather patterns, more 
frequent and hazardous wildfires, and 
devastating droughts. 

This rule is a crucial step toward 
slowing climate change, developing do-
mestic and affordable clean energy 
technologies, protecting public health, 
and reducing our dependence on foreign 
oil. 

Some House Republicans have called 
the proposed regulations reckless and, 
others, unconstitutional. Some have 
even suggested adding a rider to the 
appropriations bill to block the rule’s 
implementation. 

As a member of that committee, I 
can tell you that this would be a huge 
mistake that would threaten to undo 
the hard-won compromises in the bill. 

It is shocking to me the lengths to 
which the majority is willing to go to 
deny the scientific fact that our planet 
is warming and that human activity is 
the main cause. 

Here are the facts: First, power 
plants, today, account for approxi-
mately one-third of all greenhouse gas 
emissions in the United States, making 
them the single largest source of car-
bon pollution. 

The EPA plan will reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions from existing power 
plants by an estimated 30 percent from 
2005 levels. That is 730 million tons of 
carbon pollution that will not be emit-
ted into the atmosphere, warming the 
climate and causing sea levels to rise. 

Second, the proposal will reduce 
smog and particulate pollution, includ-
ing nitrogen oxides and sulfur dioxides, 
by more than 25 percent by the year 
2030. 

According to the Centers for Disease 
Control, asthma prevalence has in-
creased from 7.3 percent in 2001 to 8.4 
percent in 2010. The proposed regula-
tions are estimated to prevent up to 
150,000 asthma attacks in children and 
6,600 premature deaths by 2030. 
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Third, the vast majority of the Amer-
ican public supports these new rules. In 
fact, nearly 70 percent of Americans 
support Federal regulations to limit 
greenhouse gasses from existing power 
plants 

These new rules won’t be easy to im-
plement and we will experience some 
difficulties along the way, but since 
when does America let a challenge pre-
vent us from rolling up our sleeves and 
getting to work? This is a global prob-
lem and America must not act alone. 

Just as we lead the world in many as-
pects, climate change is a critical issue 
where we must lead by example. I call 
on my colleagues to do the right thing. 
Stop denying the science and get to 
work. We can and we must act together 
to reduce our greenhouse gas emis-
sions, clean up our air and waters, and 
once again lead the way into the fu-
ture. 

I look forward to the EPA finalizing 
the proposed rule, and I hope it marks 
just the beginning of our efforts to ad-
dress climate change before it is too 
late. 

f 

THE PAIN CAPABLE UNBORN 
CHILD PROTECTION ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
North Carolina (Ms. FOXX) for 5 min-
utes. 
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